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Wisconsin Sees Rise in Motorcycle Fatalities—

Following Safety Rules Can Help Keep You Safe 

Prevent motorcycle accidents and enjoy your summer with the following tips.

MADISON, Wisconsin (April 15, 2005) – One hundred motorcyclists were killed in crashes in Wisconsin during 2003, the largest number since 1986. Out of that 100, only 24 were wearing helmets. 

Nationally, according to the National Highway Transportation Safety Administration (NHTSA), from 1997-2003, motorcycle fatalities increased 70%. Also nationally, rider fatalities increased in all age groups, but the largest increase of this period of time was in the 50 and over age group.

The Professional Insurance Agents of Wisconsin (PIAW) suggests that all riders wear the proper gear when riding, including:

·  “Buy a high quality helmet that has a DOT sticker on it,” says Ron Von Haden, CIC, Executive Vice President of the PIAW. “If you’ve dropped your helmet or it has received a heavy blow, it’s time to buy a new one. Motorcycle helmets are designed to absorb the impact of a blow, but they’re only good for one hit.”

-more-

· Eye protection: a shield on your helmet, goggles, or shatter proof glasses. Otherwise debris can get in your eye and do serious damage.

· A jacket made of denim, nylon, corduroy, or leather to provide you protection against abrasion.

· Denim or leather pants.

· Riding gloves.

· Over-the-ankle boots with good tread.

· Raingear; carry it just in case.

· Brightly colored or reflective gear to help other drivers see you at night.

The causes of most motorcycle crashes include lack of basic riding skills, failure to recognize the inherent operating characteristics and limitations of a motorcycle, failure to use special precautions and defensive driving techniques, lack of braking and cornering skills and failure to follow the speed limit. 

These mistakes can be prevented by taking a simple rider’s safety and training course, according to Von Haden. “In addition to learning how to safely and skillfully operate a motorcycle, you may also receive a discount on your insurance for completing a rider’s safety class,” he says. “Insurance rates on your motorcycle will depend on where you live, your age, years of riding experience, driving record, and the make, model, value, engine size, and year of your motorcycle. 

“Many insurance companies offer motorcycle insurance. Your independent insurance agent can help you shop around for the best rates and will help you determine what policies best meet individual circumstances.”
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